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James Boynton, Gakesburg, uses a kocally deslgned and bulit raslstance weider 10 begin bullding a

screen Thurday at B.D.0.

Company on tre

e

mission to S. America

Crwners find Lrip
successiul, but
wander how they
were chosen

BY JOHM H. PLLLIAD

Ire scpisler i)

GALESBEURG — Tt almaost
apundd more Like the plat for,
Bonovel, a thriller than the -
rual-lip eapurience 1t was,
H.D L, o Galesburg manu-
faclurer of stainlogs seesl
lndustrial suresns, remains
pratolul, although in the
dinrk, as to how the companry
was chosen as one of five
from the state 1o take pare in
A trade mission 1o four coun-
tries in South Arnerica

Steve Gilles and Parn Wil-
derruth made the wip on
treshall of A.TLI, Mike Swee:
ey and Rick Dechow ove
the other two owness of the
firm, which has 17 full and
Tour it L coaployies,
b ), sl operaces gut of
the Galesburyg Beglonal
Lewnomic Devel
Asaceintion incubaror on
Moprnrmmench Bowle , the
fermer Wational Seal Dalld
g The company beonmne
Lhe Nrst tenant of che mea-
trator i April 20

A Ayearell conmpury, will

=

B 75 probo o RalesdlE, aom

"W don't Enow hinw we
gnt chosen, bt wio'eo glad
we were ™ she sald,

The twoof DL s four
YIRS 4110 S0%EH Fopreac
lalives of Tour other vom-
panivs traveled o Bragil,
Argencnd, Chile and Per:
i lagz twin '.th-ﬁk-.
uf Mareh, The tour was pun

together by the LS, Depart
1L

ment o Cemmeres,
nols Trade and Hvostinent
Latin Amerizan L'.-Fh e anil
the Department of Com

meree 8ne Hoanomee Dpooe

HEM EXLW T Miub:l-ﬂi
John Lorinez, Knoxville, wilds upper and lower kalves of a voery fine
mesh stalnless stesl scraen topether Thursdsy st B0 to creote a
cylinder, The finished piece is destined for a food processing plast
where it will be a water outahe filter.

Wildermuth wer
on the rmrade m
AN OPATIENE BT
Wilderimch snid reoie-
senlalives of [ae conrpogiles
on thoe trip were dreated Like
roviliy [neach courns
thiere wiis U i
Lmat counrry's
i The E1S, amd e rocn=ol
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to us,"” Gilles 3ald.

The entire group
traveled together to
gach country, then each
COmpANY was asslgned
a driver and a transla-
tor and spent thelr davs
wisiting South American
firms.

“We had over 30 really,
gond rppointments we
conldn't have done on
our own," Gilles said.

“Wi feel like it wrent
really well,” Wildermulh
gaid

Hrrw hig was the trip
to the voung, still-grow-
ing company? Gilles said
they put tongether month-
Iy projections for the
coming vear, based on
domostie sales, shortly
hefore Lhe trade mizsion

“The trip has the
potentisl to equal our
dnmestic projectlons,
Gilles said,

The trip

Among interasting
things encountered on
the trip was how differ-
ent each counlry was.

“You'd think they'm
all similar and they're
not.” he said, “Not a sin-
Ele connitry resembled
the others.”

Gllles said S8ao Panlo,
Brazil, a city of 17 mil-
lion people, was amazing
Jjust because of 1ts slea.
Buenos Aires, Argenti-
na, however, “It was like
1#10s Europe.”

“['he only thing thal
gave it away that vou
weren't in the 113, was
the lanpuage,” Gillos
gaid of Chile,

Meanwhile, Pecu was
“almost like a Third
World country, hut it’s
Rrowing faster than the
other onea,”™ he said.

Wildermuth said the
people were all some-
what alike,

“Everybody was so
friendly and helpful,”
she said,

Both wore amazed that
officials in all the com-
panies bad brochures
from B, and were
well vorsed as to the
COHILEHEMEAL = r

The trip was 1wo years
in the planning and hoth
Gliles and Wildermuth
said it was evident, The

day in each country
meant a briefing on that

JLLFE @ Ehre WL JOPLLLiides
here, but they have
imposed tariffs, which
will probably doublz
the price’ Like, Chile

is & free rade country,
Just ke Mexico. Pern
is looking at it," Gilles
seld. "They just 1ez 1s
Lknopw what the buslness
climate was in cach
country and what the
potential was for us,”

Daya began &t 7 a.mn.,
appninfments wenl wotil
& I, with elaborsse
receptlons wuntil 11 pan,,
Wildermiith and Gilles
sadil.

“Here the ambaszador
comes up and wants to
talk to us," Gilles amid,
&till benmesed hy the
experience, “Why in the
wintld wonld the ambas-
sador care, unless he
thought we worked with
Catorpillar?™

There was little time
for aightsesing or shop-
PINgE.

What recession?

Buoth agreed there was
another surprising thing
abiut Soath America.

“They have stockpiled
their money s many
vears for this rainy day™
Gilles sxid. “They have
nn recession there"

"We nover heard about
how bad things were,”
Wildermuth said,

“Mot a word,” Gilles
sald.

Wildermmth called
it “a onee-In-a 1ifstime
exTerience.”

As o what it will
mean to the futare,
“wo're working on i,
shw said. "We're trving
tu get it nurtured."”

UTE e develop South
America with what
wa've got domestically,
wiz'vo got a lot of expan
alom to da,” Gilles zaid,

L. officials also
weare told simply to
contact the state if {hey
have interest broaking
into markets in other
countries. 5till some-
what puzzled by the
entire chain of events,
Wildermuth said otfi-
cials have talked about
the eompany™s official
name, B, Deo-Yolente =
Ine.which; in Latin, - -7
mesns “Be God Willing ™

"With our name, we've
said obwiously somebady
15 looking out for us,”
Widermuth ssid.
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Firm a finalist for incubator award

Had fantastic
vear last year’

BY JOHN R, PULLIAM
The Registarfiail

GALESBURG —
Alﬂ:mughB D3 oificials

wonderment
i ab:'nu their recent particd-
pation 1n # trade mivsion
o South America, the
1z definttily

for Outstand ing Incuba-
tor Clisnt,
The custom industris]
| sieel soreening made by
BDi isll:lsidm thi min-
and foo Csz
Spaima

| m-&pmﬂunedihranhitm}
tural applications.

in December 004,
.01 recetved a 53,000
Croportunity Returns
| challenge grant. That

prEft wasg received just a
ﬂ%ﬂrhprurl ﬂ:ﬁm anrd
H1n] L

lesg than s yasr affer it
weas arganized. Appli-
cants for the grents ware
required to provide a 100
percent fash mefrhe The
awarts were based on the
(irm's display of projeet
vishility and growth
potential among other

Stevs (illes and Pam
‘Wildermiith, twm of the
company's finr owrers,
said not only was every-
e in South Americs
teelpalial, Crwene wias a ok
of conperation from the
other 115, entdties on the
trip

"Wa made a ot of good
connections " Wilder
muth said. "There wag a
lot of camaraderie,”

"Everybody was there
fiar the same purpose.
‘Let's see how we can

help sach other' That was
nice,” she added.

Ome of the connections
waE with two reprasanra-
tives from AMidAmerica
SI'. Louis Airport, near

Magconeah, adjacent o
"E-r:nrrr Air Forra Base, The
airport representatives
talleed with B sbout
what it would need to do
to ship dts goods through
MidAmerica.

Both Wildernmsth and
Gillps were impresaed
by the assistant city
manager af Gresnville, a
small enllege tom near
AL Lauts, Crilbes said
the women, rather than
rying Lo atiract new
b inesses to Grooms T,
was atEmpting to atiract
South Armerlan eustom-
ers for exieting business
g5 in the scuthern Tler.uu
ooty

“Bhe was the volee of
Ter toam,” Gilles suid.

Wildermuth aaid the
asaistant oity manager
went to businesses in
Greaqrville hefore poing
on the trade mission to
Iearn specifically what
tvpe of firms bn the four
Smith American com-
pandes might wand todo
business with Greenville
Colnpanies,

While the muntries ths
B.I. officials traveled
toin South America had
anmigh money stock-
piled that there was no
evidence of a recession,
anch, of covrse, s not the
case in the 115,

Wildermmrth said, “We
had a fnlastic vear last
vear and we worled sy
days a week most of the
ik, seven days o weelt
Lo of the Hime "

Gilles said they hawe
et hack fo e fuall shift
that works five days a

el




